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MONACO GP2 FEATURE RACE

Palmer keeps his cool to win
chaotic Monaco GP2 Feature Race

GP2NEWS
sendyourreportsand pictures to
stephen.pickthall@jpress.co.uk

Jolyon Palmer overcame mul-
tiple safety carsand aredflag
to control the Monaco GP2
Feature Race to secure his
second win of the season.

It was also his second win in
Monaco and hisfifth consecu-
tive podium thisyear, extend-
ing his championship lead to
44.points.

Starting from pole posi-
tion, the DAMS driver was out
dragged off the line by Mitch
Evans on the run down to St
Devote.

An early safety car neutral-
ised the race with Jolyon in
second place after the Hilmer
car of Facu Regalia stopped at
Tabaconlap one.

The safety car pitted on
lap four and Jolyon set about
snatchingthelead from Evans
in front, who was running on
the softer compound tyre.

Evansstretched outasmall
lead of just over a second but
on lap nine Jolyon closed rap-
idly toberunningjust 0.3 sec-
onds behind after setting the
fastest lap at that point.

Tucked right under Evans’
wing on lap 10, Jolyon made
a bold move up the inside of
Evans at St Devote at the start
oflap 11 and then proceeded
to pull out a big lead of nearly
four seconds before hisadvan-
tagewaswiped out byaredflag
caused when the two Arden

JolyonPalmer celebrates

cars collided at the Fairmont
Hairpin, causing a trademark
Monaco trafficjam.

A lengthy delay ensued
while trapped cars were re-
covered, some bump started
and the grid for the safety car
restart decided. To add an-
other complication to the mix,
cars were allowed to change
tyresonthegrid (although this
wasn’t considered a manda-
tory pit stop).

When the race resumed,
Jolyon set about building a

big lead, lapping with a blis-
tering pace, at times 1.5 sec-
onds quicker than the rest of
thefieldwith astring of fastest
laps. Holding alead of 9.3 sec-
ondsonlap25,Jolyon’sadvan-
tage was wiped out once more
when the safety car was again
deployed when Jolyon’s im-
mediate championship rival
JulianLeal crashed at the Nou-
velle chicane.

Fortunately, such was
Palmer’s advantage over his
nearest rivals, that he was

able to pit and emerge in sec-
ond place behind Stoffel Van-
doorne and ahead of the best
placed driver who had already
pitted, meaning Jolyon was
still running in a defacto lead
position.

Vandoorne pitted onlap 33
putting Jolyon back into the
lead, and from that point on
and despite battling well worn
tyresheheld thelead to claim
anexceptional victorybyo.4s.

Having won the race,
claimed pole position and set

fastestlap, Jolyon hasclaimed
the maximum 31 points from
the weekend so far, and now
hasachampionshiplead of 44,
points over Felipe Nasr.

Speaking after the race,
Jolyon enthused: “It was a
toughrace! Mitch [Evans] was
starting on the option tyres
and was very quick early on.

“I got my head down and
luckily I managed to pass him
just before the red flag which
was really important for the
race.

“After the red flag it was a
case of putting in qualifying
stylelaps, pulling outa big gap
and then the safety car came
outagain! Sosomeone wasn’t
making it easy for me today
but I'm absolutely delighted.

“Duringtheredflag period
Ijust had to relax, there was
nothingIcoulddoaboutitand
it was a case of focussing on
what was going to be a 30 lap
race instead of a 42 lap race. I
still had to do a pit stop but a
safety car restart made it eas-
ier and we’ve had the pace all
weekend so far so [ knew we'd
be quick. The safety car came
inandIputthehammerdown.

“It'll be tough to make it six
podiums from six races when
I start eighth on the grid to-
morrow butit’sbeenaperfect
start to the season and every-
thing has gone to plan so far.
Therace was difficult, we still
managed to win it but any-
thing can happen, we’ve see
so much chaos in GP2, even
in that race so we’ll see what
tomorrow hasto bring.”

Monaco GP2 Feature Race re-
sult:
1.J Palmer, DAMS, 40 laps
2.MEvans, Russian Time, +0.4s
3.FNasr, Carlin, +0.6s
4.J Cecotto, Trident, +2.1s
5.SCanamasas, Trident, +2.8s
6.APic,Campos, +6.1s
7.RHaryanto, Caterham +8.7s
8.SRichelmi, DAMS, +9.5s
9.AQuaife-Hobbs, Rapax, +9.7s
10. T Ellinas, MP Motorsport,
+10.1s

HORSHAM & DISTRICT BAR BILLIARDS

Stout House BB

Stout House BB capped a
brilliant year with a home
win over Roffey Club Y end-
ing the season with 22 wins
out of 24. Last years’ cham-
pions Dun Horse B finished
as runners up with 19 wins
out of 24.

The two teams dominat-
ed Division One but a series
of early 5-0 wins for Stout
House BB laid the founda-
tions to their best season
and saw them take the title
with a comfortable 8.5 point
margin.

In Division Two it was a
similar story with Windmill
B emergine as leaders in the

first half they won 13 out of
24 and were five points clear
ofthe Plough, Three Bridges
in second place with 10 wins
from 24.

At the finals night held at
Roffey Sports & Social Club
on May 20 Roffey Club Y took
honours in the Team Cup
against Stout House BB.

Team Plate went to Dun
Horse B V Plough Lower
Beeding .

Mixed Doubles Winners
Lorraine Hall & Jim Green-
sted Runnersup Lin & Dave
Lennon

Men’s Doubles Win-

cap brilliant year with home win

ners John Miller & Vernon
Sparkes Runners up Clive
Thompson & Dave Ingram

Senior Singles winner
Dave Ingram Runner up
John Miller

Lower Division Singles
Winner Dave Lennon Run-
ner up Steve Eely

Ladies Singles winner
Lorraine Hall Runner up
Ros Appleby

Men’s Singles Winner
Dave Ingram Runner up
Dick Dewdney

Masters Winner Jim
Greensted Runner up Mick
Fairs

Stout House BB

Windmill B



