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sBriton-thrilledwith strong start to)year‘after-afightingiwin in Bahrain
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after the tyres. You never know if the guys
hismaidenrace. Palmer started sixth inthe

behind are saving or strugglingontheirsso

Jolyon Paimer reckons that he’s in
good shape to defend his GP2 Series
points lead throughout the European
leg of the championship aftera
winning startto the campaignin
Bahrain lastweekend.

Palmer grabbed pole position, a third
place and victory in Sunday’s Sprintevent
tohead the points table after the first

weskend of the Formula One feeder series,

Palmershowed impressive paceall
weekend with the French DAMS team,
claiming pole for race oneahead of series

Palmer gota poor getaway, dropping to
sixth by the first turn, but recovered to

reversed grid second race on Sunday, but
vaulteduptosecond at the start. The Briton
then drafted past Simon Trummer for the
lead beforedefendingto theflag.
Vandoorne dropped to 11that thestart
beforelosing his front wing in a clash with
Daniel deJong. He wound up 22nd.

The resultshand Palmera ten-point lead
over Julian Leal, with Vandoornethird, a
furtherthree adrift. The bulk of this year’s
championship takes place in Europe, with
the next rounds in Bareelona on May 10/11.

“T'm absolutely delighted, it's almost
morethan Ieould have hoped for,” said
Palmer: “My start in race two really made
up for whathappened in race one and when
Igotahead Idroveconservatively tolook

Iwanted tokeepalotin-hand.
“Weworked really hard on the balance of

- thecar, which will helpfor the rest of the

season. I expected tobe fighting at the front
because we'veshown the pacein testing.
DAMSdid a great job.

“There will be some new challenges in
Barcelona. Usually we get some testing
there beforehand but its different this year
sopractice will be very important to get
thingsright in just 45 minutes. But
the car feels great and we've shown our
pace. Wefound a big step and hopefully
we'll be strong for the European season.”
@Britizh racer Adrian Quaife Hobbs was
tentihand sixth for Rapax and Jon
Lanecaster 17th and 15th for ME




